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Etruscan pirates, acting in concert with the Carthaginian
fleet, prevented the Greeks from extending their influence to
the north, or establishing their footing in Sardinia and Corsica;
and almost entirely debarred them from access to their colonies
in Gaul and Spain. The most remarkable achievement of the
Etruscans was the destruction in 538 B. c. of Alalia, a colony
founded in Corsica by the Phoceans ; and Massilia, the chief
Greek centre in Gaul, found it necessary during this century
to make terms of agreement with Rome. Thanks to the
Etruscans, the Carthaginians were able to check the expansion
of Greece towards the west and north. It is true that the
united efforts of these allies could not finally expel the Greeks
from western waters. But, though the Greeks won repeated
victories at sea—in 474 b. c. Hiero of Syracuse defeated the
Etruscans at Cuma, and in 453 b. c. the Syracusans sent out
an expedition against the coast of Etruria—yet they were
forced to abandon the hope of suppressing Etruscan piracy
once for all, and to be content with a share in supplying the
cities of the enemy with the goods they needed.
Such was the state of affairs at sea. By land the dominion
of Etruria increased steadily down to the second half of the
sixth century. She showed no special activity in this expan-
sion. She did not covet possession of the Italian mountains ;
her ambition was confined to the valley of the Po in the north
and to Campania in the south. The former was entirely
occupied by Etruscans and remained in their possession until
the Celts appeared there in the fifth century. At one time
their movement to the south was equally successful: Etruscan
dynasties ruled at Rome and probably in other cities of
Latium ; in Campania, Capua became a bulwark of Etruscan
power and a dangerous rival to Cuma and Naples, and ruled
over a number of petty half-Greek cities, such as Nola and
perhaps Pompeii. But this southern movement was arrested
partly by Greek opposition and partly by new and important
developments in Italian history.
These developments were due to the advance made in
political and economic organization and in culture by two
groups belonging to the Italian population of the peninsula—
the Samnites and the Latins. The former had long lived side
by side with the Greek colonies in the south, and had long
been striving to acquire that part of the coast where the
Greeks had settled; they coveted especially the wealth of

